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Representation evolves.
View this email in your browser

Shereen Ahmed as Eliza
Doolittle in My Fair Lady
A Conversation with Jamil Khoury

Musical theatre actor Shereen Ahmed plays Eliza
Doolittle in Lincoln Center Theatre's national tour of

Lerner & Loewe's My Fair Lady, playing June 28
through July 10 at Chicago's Cadillac Palace Theatre.

JAMIL: You are the first Arab American actor to play Eliza Doolittle in My
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Fair Lady. Those are important firsts. How does heritage and culture, and
your own lived experiences, inform the ways that you embody this beloved
character?

SHEREEN: When I approach embodying a character, I have the character's
lived experiences inform my performance. Eliza’s experiences inform me
first and foremost, but I won’t neglect that my own personal experiences
have helped me shape and mold Eliza into who she is. I grew up
surrounded by strong, resilient, ambitious Arab men and women and
learned that sometimes you have to kick down the doors in order to have a
seat at the table. That determination is something I continue to be inspired
by in my community and I believe that is the foundation of Eliza Doolittle.

JAMIL: Obviously you were cast to play Eliza because of your extraordinary
musical theatre talent. But as an Arab American actor, an Egyptian
American, and a woman of color playing an iconic Cockney English role,
what are the unique responsibilities, and perhaps even burdens, that you
have confronted on this journey?

SHEREEN: It has been quite a journey I’ve been on and it has forced me to
confront tough conversations on identity in the theatre. Eliza's race,
ethnicity, and religion is never referred in the text—so Eliza can truly be
played by anyone. I realized early on that being the first is not about me in
particular, but about the door finally being open to a community that has for
centuries been stereotyped and outcast. It is a gift to break the mold of what
we typically see of the Arab woman in our media and to portray a woman
who stands in her own power and strength. The audience feels that too—
when I see people from my community in the audience, I know that they
feel seen in this story, too.
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JAMIL: What does this production of My Fair Lady tell us about Broadway's
changing and evolving attitudes around the issue of casting?

SHEREEN: One of the things I love about this production, in particular, is
that we are all incredibly diverse humans. We come from different
backgrounds, religions, races, identities, ethnicities, etc. with one goal in
mind - to tell the story at hand. Hiring people from a wide range of
backgrounds creates better art. The rehearsal room becomes a melting pot
of ideas and experiences that are lifted, challenged, and discussed. I know
that when audiences come to see our show, they will be able to identify with
someone on the stage. Stories have the ability to resonate deeper with
audiences when they feel seen and invited into the theater space.

JAMIL: Finally, what do you hope Silk Road Rising audiences will take from
this new production of My Fair Lady?

SHEREEN: I hope Silk Road Rising audiences are able to have a newfound
appreciation for classic musicals. The period pieces that were once
reserved for a certain group of people are now accessible to everyone and
our production of My Fair Lady proves that.
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Community Spotlight

cullud wattah

By Erika Dickerson-Despenza

Directed by Lili-Anne Brown


Learn More about the Tour, in Chicago
Now through July 10, 2022
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Playing now through July 17

at Victory Gardens, 2433 N. Lincoln Avenue, Chicago

Thanksgiving, 2016: Flint, Michigan has been without clean water for 936
days. Marion, a third-generation General Motors assembly line worker,
worries over impending layoffs while struggling to fight the poison that
floods her home–and her family’s bodies. When her sister, Ainee, seeks
restitution for lead poisoning, secrets bubble to the surface, threatening to
capsize not only their family, but all of Vehicle City.

$20 Rush tickets available 1-hour before the performance.

Masks are required and vaccinations will be checked at the door.

Learn more at https://victorygardens.org/event/cullud-wattah/

You may recognize actor Brianna Buckley in
cullud wattah. We've had the pleasure of
working with Bri over the years as a teaching
artist and performer, including her work in our
Black Teen Lives Matter and West Ridge Story
Festival videos.

Support a Vision of America that is
Welcoming, Polycultural, and

Dynamic.

Support a Vision of the World that is
Open, Willing, and Creative.

Click here to purchase tickets online
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Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

If you wish to receive future enewsletters from Silk Road Rising
please subscribe!

Support Silk Road Rising and Donate
Today
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