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From The Massachusetts Review
 

In the wake of last summer and the demand for new ways of
understanding and producing American art, we begin a series of
essays on race and theatre. We are delighted to start the series with
Jamil Khoury of Silk Road Rising, a theatre and arts organization in
Chicago that shapes conversations about Asian, Middle Eastern, and
Muslim Americans.

Khoury's essay reads like a manifesto. He urges us to see the
interconnectedness of theatres of color; he makes a powerful case for

Read the Full Essay on MassReview.org

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://massreview.org/node/9560
https://massreview.org/node/9560
http://eepurl.com/dGnvt1
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=5e2ec237176e8626afcc298a1&id=fcf50b721a
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=5e2ec237176e8626afcc298a1&id=fcf50b721a
javascript:;


8/18/22, 11:34 AM "American SWANA" in The Massachusetts Review

https://mailchi.mp/silkroadrising/american-swana-in-the-massachusetts-review 3/5

why we need to change the very terms of Arab American theatre; and
he asks who owns the right to representation and what that means.

Authenticity vs. Opportunity:

New Possibilities in MENASA
Recognition & Representation

On Monday, February 8, 2021, I appeared with Azita Ghanizada, Sharone
Sayegh, and Torange Yeghiazarian in a panel discussion moderated by
Thomas Simsarian Dolan for Ars Nova Supra. This panel discussion
featured creators and activists in film, TV, and theater to offer insights into
this moment of possibility for MENASA (Middle Eastern, North African, and
South Asian) representation in art, and the need to think coalitionally and
relationally along with other communities of color facing similar challenges.

Watch the Panel Here
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Wishing you a wonderful start to the
Year of the Ox!

The Year of the Ox can signify the end of an era or the beginning of a new
one. For Silk Road Rising, the ox represents strength and endurance, a
slow and steady approach to confronting life's challenges. The only
constant in life is change. We must learn new things and adapt new
practices in order to thrive in our new environments.

Support a Vision of America that is
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Welcoming, Polycultural, and
Dynamic.

Support a Vision of Culture that is
Fluid, Curious, and Evolving.
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Support Silk Road Rising and Donate Today
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